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Now send your articles direct by email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


G.B. REMOVALS 
House, Office & Flat moves etc. 
Local Non Local 
Part Load to Single item, pianos 
Prompt Reliable Service 
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(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER) 


Fed up with limescale? 


A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 
www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


JEN’S 

MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 
PANN 





13 years experience 


WOMEN’S CUT £10 C/B DRY £15 
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE 


07753 253 4/6 


jenshairservices@hotmail.co.uk 


WILCOM 
SYSTEMS 


o 
Experts in Telecoms, Computers, Electrical, & Alarms 


Telephone Extension Sockets, Line Faults 
Telephone Systems, Home & Office 

Computer, Broadband, Internet, ADSL Services 
Electrical Installations, Sockets, Lights, 

Fuse Boards and Rewires 

Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired & Wireless 


Call Andrew Willis on 
01491 681197 or 07831 377785 
www.wilcom-systems.co.uk 











“Chiltern ~ 


\ Beauty / 


Outstanding Natural Beauty 


Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting, 
eyebrow shaping, make-up, 
Jessica manicures & pedicures, 
Aromatherapy facials. 


Tel: 0118 9723157 
Janet Copp LELb-© 
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common 


www.chilternbeauty.co.uk 


Property Consultants 


Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments 
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals 


George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRics 


0118 947 4600 


www.highmoorcross.co.uk 


SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL 


GROVE ROAD 
SONNING COMMON 


01138 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 
& extensive play garden. 





Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 


ba 
Adam ’s Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 

Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. . ' 
Available 7 days a week. 

BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 








Call 0118 9723'709 or 0784 9342690 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 
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The editorial grou 
Joan Grummant, 
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with this international competition. 


In some ways this is an Unusual edition of the magazine with a potential mix of emotions. 


It contains the joys and delights of the here and now, with highlights of the Jubilee 
celebrations where everyone clearly had a great time, contrasted with more thoughiful 
pieces on burial grounds, memorials and embalming. 


There is the usual update on the community activities in the village and the notice 
board displays the variety of forthcoming events. Progress on the neighbourhood plan is 
promising and the library update indicates a future direction. 


We continue to look forward to life after this amazing summer of Euro 2012, Jubilee, 
Wimbledon and the Olympics. Can we possibly follow such an eventful time?? 


So returning to village life we would welcome any information that exists concerning the 
contribution made to the village by Sibella Bonham Carter during her lifetime. If we are 
able to gather sufficient information she will be the major feature of the next issue. 


Anouska would love to hear from the younger members of the village, especially if one 
of them can identify the secret village photo. 


sadly we did not win at Wimbledon today but we all wish Team GB “to be the best they 
can be’ in the 2012 Olympics. Enjoy! 
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Jubilee: Village tea party / Milly 

Olympic Torch / SCPS Summer Fair / CE sports 
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Tell Us Once / Sue Ryder 

Letters 

Tom Fort / My sight is fine 
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Just for Kids 
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CHAIRMAN 
Geoffrey Adams 
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DIARY DATES 

Helen Barker 

1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG 
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ADVERTISING 

John Pearman 
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Ros Varnes 


JUNIOR EDITOR 

Anouska Hawkes 

email: 
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COVER IMAGE 
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WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, . 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF oP % 
ERRORS THAT OCCUR. 9 
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Grove Road Residents Celebrate 
the Jubilee in Style 


Around 200 Grove Road residenis, along with their 
families and friends, joined in a community street party 
to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee on Monday 
4 June. Children, with Union Jack flags painted on their 
faces, scooted up and down the empty road between 
the closure barriers, delighted with their new found 
freedom. The youngest party goer was a babe-in-arms, 
the eldest was 102. 


It was Grove Road resident Leena Wisely who'd got the ball rolling 

by applying for the road closure. When it came through she said “I 
panicked! | was worried | wouldn't be able to organise the party on 
my own and everyone's so busy nowadays.” So Leena got a group 


of local “Mums-that-do” together, divided up the party planning jobs 
between them, and got cracking. 


Leena’ s husband Duncan and their neighbour Michael Cann were 
particularly enthusiastic about the event and by coincidence, turned 
Up in a party shop on the same day and at the same Time, to buy 
bunting, which they then strung high up across the street. 


“In the end, | had so many offers of help. That was the lovely thing 
about it. Everyone did their bit and really took it in the spirit if was 
meant to be.” said Leena. So, is she keen to organise another street 
party in the future? “Well we've got all this bunting now so we'll have 
to put it fo good use. If would be great to have another one. Perhaps 
if Prince William and Kate have a baby!” 








It might have been raining outside, but 
the atmosphere in Sonning Common 
Village Hall was warm, bright and very 
festive on the afternoon of 3 June. 


A Champagne Tea Party took place to 
celebrate the Queen's Jubilee and if was an 
event that celebrated local community effort, as 
well as the sovereign’s sixtieth anniversary. This fun 
event was non- profit making and enjoyed by alll. 


The colourfully decorated hall was buzzing with 
activity and the beautifully presented tea of 
sandwiches, scones and cream and cakes was 
greatly appreciated by the 100 people present. 
Thirty eight, hand knitted red, white, and blue tea 
cosies adorned the tea tables and had been 
donated by anonymous well wishers. As well as 
entertainment and community singing led by 
Nottakwire the afternoon was rounded off with a 
champagne toast to her Majesty. 


The occasion was the brainchild of Chrissie 
Phillios-Tiloury. The stalwart band of helpers who 
made a massive contribution to the success 
of the afternoon included Sue Frayling- Cork, 
Carole Lewis, Susan Rusman, Jill Vallis, Diana 
Atfield, Margaret Jonnson, David Rusman, 
Alan Gibben and John Stoves. As well as 
baking and serving tea, the ladies were 
indefatigable in their efforts to ensure the 
success of the afternoon. It was an occasion 


of great warmth and good humour and it was 
certainly appreciated by the village community. 


After discovering that the John Jackson 
museum at the Bodleian Library, Oxford, was 
looking for hard copies of jubilee material, 
Chrissie Phillios-Tilobury has sent them copies of 
an event ticket, a poster advertising the event 
and also a poster asking for volunteers to make 
tea cosies. It seems that the fame of Sonning 
Common may be available for posterity! 
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PICTURE FRAMING 


‘Work carried out for local gallery 







Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 

Mounts cut for existing frames 
Old photographs restored 
Local collection/ delivery 

| Contact Colin Ward 0118 972 2075 
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SPICK ” SPAN 
DOMESTIC 
CLEANING SERVICE 


* Reliable, friendly & trustworthy, 

* Weekly / Fortnightly cleans 

* One-Off Cleans 

* All equipment and supplies provided 








ee ee J ' i. 









—— 


Competitive Rates 


Please call Louise for a free quotation. 


Tel: 07914 295 167 / 0118 941 8172 


Byways beni mwlenlec 


Quality Care Dedicated Team 





if aspects of general dentistry 
E z 
‘ J | 

feeth whitening and cosmetics 
WHS for children & anyone in 
ret 
} Lil-Ciné tdlicdrion 

i lHordabl pra Men plans 
Clawitda aid ; 

+ Flexible opening times 


Byways Dental 


i F P| 
Lp [ree car parking 


1 | 
Practice 





Main St.Checkendon. ROR OSP Tel 01491 6804)]2 


Oak | Grove 
Garden Services 


LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) 
FENCING * TURFING * PATIOS * HEDGING 
WATER FEATURES 


James Watkins 


‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road « Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
Telephone: 0118 972 2659 


LDING SUPPLIES 


Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028 


EVERYTHING FOR THE 
HANDYMAN & BUILDER 


Bishopsland Farm * Peppard Road 
Dunsden - RG4 9NR 


Computer Problems? 


Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 


Call Robin Piercey 


at Influential Computers on 


01491 680036 


or visit www.influentialcomputers.com 


Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits 
Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing 
Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking 
Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted 


Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... 


 Plasteri 

Ceilings « Walis«D 

«Pebble Dashing «Patch Repair Work 
Call Jamie on 01189 242861 


Or Email : jicoxplastering@ihotmailco:uk 
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Comprehe nsive eve 
cuMinavions 


Full contact lens service 
Free specs for children 


Extensive range of 
designer frames 


Main agent for /ciss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free parking 


0118 947 2099 


a robinjames. co.uk 
4 Church Su, Caversham, Reading (opposire Waitrose) 


PLUMBING 
& HEATING 
All aspects of Plumbing & 
Heating work undertaken. 
TELEPHONE: 
0118 972 3394 
MOBILE: 
0771 110 9077 





Tel: 
Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT 
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02 


0118 972 33 80 


Want to look and feel great!! 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 In Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


—T Fl 
Christine Brook — Member of Body Control Pilates Association 
Ring OF 789 717017 or email chrism@time4stpilates.co.uk 
Website at www-.time4pilates.co.uk 








ONIN SAO CVI EN ERS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 

CHANGED OR UPGRADED (833621) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS * BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
ALL AREAS COVERED A CALL OUT SERVICE. 
PULL MEMBER 
: bit (iF RRETTSE 


sea oe LOCKSMITH 

| CRESTWELL HOUSE 

Beech Lane, RGS O0PX ® Woodcote Nr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S.J. BONNER 


Domestic Electrical & Solar Power 
Find out more at:www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 


O1491 650216 


PSS TIT LUT 








Call a locally based electrician. 
No job too small. Free estimates. 


Phone: 0118 907 6342 
Mob: 0788 2737402 
Email: sparks @redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
1? Burnham Rise, Emmer Green 





NAPIT 
Electrical | 


City & Guilds qualified 
NAPIT Part P approved 





CURTAINS, 


|}///BuInDs, PELMETS\\ \ \ 


TIE BACKS ETC. 


ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 
CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 0007 


01 18s 972 $980 
24 PEPPARD ROAD 
. SONNING COMMON 
10% OFF with THis VouCHER 
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM 


CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 





Kidmore End and Sonning Common Primary Schools gave permission for the children to 
attend this soecial event in the Olympic calendar this year. 


Hooting vehicles and free drums given out added to the noise of the cheers as Will 
Traves, aged 13 from Banbury, ran past us as we lined the pavements. Sonning Common 
Primary School selected children to hold special boards spelling out the school name 
with pictures of all the sports on the other side (kindly painted by volunteer mums). Affer an 
early start to get in position the flame passed by very quickly on it’s way to Henley. 





William is a very special young man. As the younger brother of 2 sisters with special 
needs, he has had to shoulder much more responsibility than most 12 year olds. He 
has accepted this responsibility with a maturity beyond his years - he has even told 
his Mum that he will look after his sisters when she is no longer around. Friends are 
always commenting about his delightful manner with special needs children. 


One third of Year 9 pupils have almost 
completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
award. Working very hard, in their own 
time, doing volunteer work, physical avtivity 
and learning a new skill — WELL DONE! 


Primary X Country events have taken 
place through the winter and spring — local 
schools competing for County awards. 


Another successful skiing trip to Austria 
saw some of the best snow ever. Evening 
activities of riflery, swimming and bowling 
too — very busy week! 


Year 10 has had a chance to enjoy golf 
lessons at Caversham Heath — beginners 
all the way to advanced. 


In between many rain cancellations 
we have played some cricket! Year 7 
unfortunately have only managed one 
of two games, but Year 8 very narrowly 
missed out on a semi-final place in the 
Oxfordshire competition and won the 
Oxon 6-a-side tournament. 


Lots of other sports competition have 
taken place in the Olympic year including, 
athletics, netball, hockey, rugby, football, 
swimming and tennis. 


Chiltern Edge are very proud of all their 
sports teams! 





Neighbourhood planning 


is moving forward 


Design Day 2 on 2 June was 
devoted to guidance for villagers 
who signed up to do site and 
landscape evaluation surveys of 
the village. Despite poor weather 
25 survey assessments were issued, 
many of which have been returned. 


Design Day 3 held on 7 July was advertised 
by ‘flyer’ to all Sonning Common residents. 
Again guidance was given on site surveys, 
landscape evaluation surveys of the edge 
of the village adjacent to SON sites 1 — 14 
and village character surveys of 10 different 
residential areas making up the built-up area 
of the village. Over 80 residents attended 
and took multiple surveys with them to 
complete. The planning group look forward 
to seeing the results. 


The landscape evaluations and village 
character surveys are very important as they 
out the various possible develooment sites 
SON 1 — 14 in context with the neighbouring 


Design Day 4 (date sometime in September) 
will be Concerned with the various housing 
needs of our village and ideas about 
regenerating our village centre. This will be 
followed by a questionnaire delivered to alll 
households asking for information and your 
ideas about housing types and needs in 
sonning Common. 


With regards to regenerating our village 
centre, the proposal for 4 semi-detached 
homes on back land behind 23a Wood 
Lane (Occasions) will, if accepted by the 
planners and District Councillors at SODC, 
not only encourage a similar proposal for 
houses on land behind the Tandoori and the 
Chemist but will totally block any longer term 
ideas for re-developing the village centre. 

In the short term these develoomenis, if 
successful, will increase traffic flows, parking 


sonningcommon 


magazine 
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problems and congestion in Wood Lane and ' 
quite likely force Reading Bus Company to } 
look for an alternative route to Wood Lane ie 
Peppard Road (B481). 





countryside and residential areas, in order 
to see whether they would or would not be 
suitable sites for develooment. 


This is of great concern to us all. 


CLLR BARRIE GREENWOOD 





Nottakwire raises £1,200 for local charities 


“Nottakwire’s Summer Celebration Day on 30 June in 
the Village Hall was a wonderful community occasion, 
thanks to the choir members who demonsirated 

their increasing musical skill by performing a varied 
programme of summer songs. 


Members also generously supplied new tombola prizes, delicious 
home-made refreshments and beautiful flower displays. Several of 
our local businesses kindly donated further tombola prizes. 


136 visitors attended the three concerts through the day, played 
the tombola, bid for the flowers and enjoyed the range of 
refresnments. A total of £1200 was raised. All of this money will be 
donated to the village, to support local causes. 


5200 added from our own funds, brings the total being donated 
to £1400. 


The Village Gardeners £700 - to buy 2 Cherry Trees plus planters 
and compost, for outside the Village Hall. 


The Health Centre £300 - fo purchase an “Oxygen Saturation 
Monitor” as they only own 2 


Club SC - £300 - in continued support for the youth of the village. 


The local branch of “ Global hearts for Children” - (formally Feed the 
Children) - £100. 


We wish to extend heartfelt thanks to the many individuals who 
helped to make this day such a happy and successful one, and to 
all those people who supported the event by coming along.” 





me EVERYTHING 

; - INTHE GARDEN 
—6 Ao 
‘Sow in Stoke Row 


All types of design, construction, 
maintenance and improvements. 
Tel: 01491 641311 
Mob: 07810 112411 





TOMALIN & SON 


—-— Funeral Directors 
pier A Family Owned Funeral Service 


T el: (01491) 573370 


ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
RG9 IAG 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans 















YOUR NEW LOCAL 
MoT TEST STATION 


EST 1998 


IV SERVICES Pw 


SERVICES 46 


——e MOT TESTING 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING 
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


edhe linia 
Tel: 01491 628866 


www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk WW 


hafvoline 


Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre 
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon RGI 4Q0G 











. EBS Deconns, 
Free Estimates 
Maryella Brown 

General Buildings Contractor 





Decorating to Complete Home Improvements 


Sonning Common 


~—6vTel 0118 9721442 or Mobile: O7920 092875 


Email: mebs.decorplus®@btopenworld.com 
Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk 
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TOMALIN & SON 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


For more information, contact 


T el: (01491) 573370 


£40 John Lewis Voucher 
or 
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care 
with each plan taken out on production of this advert 


Golden C harter 


Funeral Plans 





zea JIC Electrical Services Limited 


Sonning Common Electrician 





Jerry Cole 
Telephone: 07834 346 487 
E-mail: jjcelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk 





Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk 


ELECSA 


* Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires 
« New Installation work 

« Fuse board changes 

* Lighting advice and installation 


a 
T’ai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 





Fs! yi ie | ; 
Www.clecsa.co.uk 


Tuesday 9.30-10.30 
During term time 


Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class 
Improve your stamina, balance, 
strength & co-ordination 


For further information 
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 
www.debbiepage.org 





Call My Driver 


Friendly & Reliable 


Taxi Service 
Based in Sonning Common 


07796 688477 





Shaun Guard 
TV AERIAL SERVICES 


(© Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied 
(© TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned 
(© Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 

(© Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV 


Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114 


A part of = OXFORD AERIALS 


Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


and allin the comfort of your 
own home 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 
Mr Fixit 


Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 
All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. 
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical. 
Woodwork, Glazing. 

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration 


for older properties, 
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. 


Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, 
Hedge and Tree Cutting. 
Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates 


07752 759908 





T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation ¢ Maintenance «Service e Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 
adaptations, power flush. 

Hot water cylinder replacement. 

All plumbing work undertaken. 
Bath/Shower rooms, water soiteners-salt supplied. 


eNo Call out charge ¢Free-estimates ¢ Fully insured 


Tel: 0118 9724097 
Mob: 07800 914.880 


225032 


Stafford & Son 
Local Garden & Building 
Maintenance Services r 


Offering services in all aspects of gar- 

den and grounds maintenance, be it 

large or small. 

Interior and exterior building mainte. Atidrew Stafford 
nance, incliding gutter repairs and 
clearing. CallLO1491 642191 
General handyman /*man with van" = Mob.07899950157 
services. All jobs considered at competi- 

tive rates. 


DK Builders 
Daren Kilroy 


BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 
GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


i. 


= 


CAVERSHAM, READING O7951736745 
O18 3759407 





) gunningplumbing.com 
ar * plumbing *« healing * gas = 


ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 


CAVERSHAM BASED 
GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 





CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931 
www.gunningplumbing.com 








Studying Chaucer! 


arting 25 September 
arsh Fee £79 
ranch of the WEA 


10 week course st 
Tutor Tess M 


The Sonning Common B 
invites yOu to join us. 


Christ the King Hall 
ales of the Wife of Bath 


ler with their Prologues 


10am in 
We will be studying the t 


The Franklin and The Mil 
using Nevill Coghill’s Penguin translation. 


ct Pauline Twyman 0118 972 3767 
10118 972 2164 


Please conta 
or Ruth Wincheste 
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~ Make a difference 
| volunteers needed for CAB telephone service 


Could you offer your time and skills to support those in 
difficulty? 






Me or 
year to §reat even 


celebr , 
~ ate Our Village ¢ sles this 
his years EvENtS includ, ol. Are you good at talking to people on the phone? 
(@° 
Race Night Do you want to develop your work related skills while 


helping your local community? 


We are looking for volunteers to join our Adviceline phone team 

in Henley & District Citizens Advice Bureau. Volunteers are trained 
to answer calls on a wide range of issues. You don’t need to be a 
legal expert, just willing to learn new skills and have time to give. 


Please email recruitment@henleycab.org.uk for further details 
and an application form. 


The Citizens Advice service helps people resolve their legal, 
money and other problems by providing information and 
advice, and by influencing policy makers. CAB aavice is free, 
red ding independent, confidential and impartial, and available to 
uccess of our P ay ath everyone regardless of race, gender, disability, sexual orientation, 
ee age or nationality. Most CAB staff are trained volunteers, working 
at over 3,300 service outlets across England and Wales. 


COLLINS, DRYLAND 
& THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 








12 Hart street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


-AN WALL é ROTEL Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes 
Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied (formerly of our Sonning Common office) 
Floor Levelling & Plastering Telephone: 01491 972323 


Free Estimates & Advice | | ae 
y 794 email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.| 








AVIAgy 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 


Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins 
Showers, Radiators and Repairs 


¢ Design and Build * Maintenance * Brickwork Full Interior & — 
¢ Patios * Decking * Water Features « Irrigation ee ORE e anette 
| Wallpapering 
Fencing * Plant Supply. 


WwWwW.avialandscapes.co.uk 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 





@ TEXTUREPLUS 
; Free Estimates v 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving 
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician 
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded 
Adrian Brown 
Tel: 0118 eas haere Peer iio 07580 542363 


Email: t 
Website: v 

















PEACTOOAG CERTIFCATE HOLDEA 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 

Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean 
rho AN te > 47 tS) [ed = 


Cf Foster Interiors 
fis * he Local Doft Furnisher 
Le 


“CURTAINS 
UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS 
Made to the highest standards 
from an extensive range of fabrics 
brought to your home. 

Complete fitting and advisory service. 
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices 


Telephone: 01491 680291 
for reliable and personal service 


With excellent links to 


wood lane dentistry 


Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc 
Richard McQuillan BDS 

e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 

e Children seen on the NHS 

e Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 

Now taking on new patients 

Saturday and evening appointments available 
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ... 








WAWANYAN orerelf-lal-te(-lalit-jia\mereM 6) QUI -1(-]@) [0] al OM Rs MC) @2a-4ey-Ao) 








A GORDON | 


Specialist in Slating, 
Tiling and Flat Roofs 
All work guaranteed 


Advanced Level 
City & Geils 


Telephone: 
01491 576 463 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 
Contact 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 


B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 
HPC REGISTERED 


0118 972 4742 





WORE BR Set in an idyllic village location, our 
Nel ~\ ie small, friendly pre-school creates a 
eo eS yp 
AM ey very special environment for children 


- at puided by a team of highly qualified, 
| “| Wy) caring staff. Please contact us for details. 
= JOS" registrar@ keps.co.uk 
EscyO 


Kidmore End Primary School 
and only 5 minutes from 
Caversham, Sonning Common, 
Peppard ; ane Emmer Green. 





Outstanding | 
2010 2011 





IN focus 





By JOHN PEARMAN 


It is not everyone who 
wishes to consider 
end of life events, 
particularly one’s 
own funeral, but one 
thing ts certain - vt ts 
our common destiny 
and uf we don't do the 
planning then either 
family or friends will 
have to do so after 
our death. 


The idea of a natural burial, sometimes 
called a woodland burial, is an idea that 
is growing in popularity as the final resting 
place of choice. With growing demand 
for soace in conventional cemeteries as 
well as rising maintenance costs (and the 
unfortunate risk of vandalism in our larger 
urban cemeteries) more people are 
coming around to the idea of ending up 
under a tree rather than a headstone! 


A natural burial could be the choice for 
those seeking somewhere more natural 
and beautiful to hold a funeral and 
remember a loved one. Most sites are 
set within acres of countryside, amidst 
the peace and tranauillity of trees and 





flowers, providing a natural alternative 

to a traditional graveyard. The focus 

at these burial grounds is to preserve 

the natural beauty of the meadow or 
woodland environment and encouraging 
native wildflowers, trees and wild life. 


In most cases no memorial stones or 
other grave markers are permitted, 
instead tributes are offen made by 

the planting of a memorial tree or the 
placing of a simple memorial plaque 

in a central location. In all cases there 
is a commitment to preserve and 
treasure the landscape setting for future 
generations. 





The first woodland burial site ooened 

in Carlisle in 1993 and there are now 
over 260 natural burial sites in the UK 

with more being planned. Some are 
privately owned and run, while others are 
operated by local authorities alongside 
the more traditional cemeteries. As many 
residents will know we already have one 
in our local neighbourhood, in Rotherfield 
Greys, just a field’s view away from St 
Nicholas’ Parish Church. The natural 
burial site was set-up in 2009 by local 
landowner Alexander Hood following the 
death of his eldest son Sam, who was 
the first to be buried in the site with a 
Wellingtonia tree planted in his memory. 


The development of a natural woodland 
environment was already a feature of the 
Greys Green Farm and the introduction 
of a natural burial ground into an area of 
meadow land was in keeping with plans 
for extending the wild, native woodland. 
The Burial Ground is now leased for 99 
years to Native Woodland Lid & Natural 
Burial Grounds. 


The essence of a natural burial is that 

it seeks to minimise the effect on the 
natural environment. In popular jargon 

it is ‘green’ or environmentally friendly. 

SO any materials used for coffins need 
to be naturally biodegradable such 

as cardboard, simple pine, wicker or 
bamboo. In some cases a simple woollen 
shroud is used and no embalming is 
done prior fo a natural burial. Likewise if is 
suggested that for floral tributes, garden 
flowers tied with raffia and left on the 
coffin are the best way. 


Natural burial will have some obvious 
appeais to those with humanist beliefs 
but many people with religious views 
will also regard this form of internment 
as appropriate in the context of their 
own faith as well. Natural burial is open 
to all and can take place with or without 
a religious service. The ground is not 
consecrated but can be blessed by 
individual clergy at the internment. 


At Rotherfield Greys small slate plaques 
bearing the names and dates of the 
deceased are located in an oak framed 
memorial panel. To preserve the natural 
woodland appearance no memorial 
stones or other markers are located 

on the graves. However graves are 
individually mapped and can be exactly 
located by reference to ground markers. 
Ashes can also be interred following 
cremation. Certificates are provided after 
the burial providing exact locations for 
those family and friends wno would wish 
to visit the site in the future. 


Annual tree planting is organised during 
the winter or early spring and families and 
friends are invited to plant young saplings 
in memory of the deceased person. 


As to the practical issues, normally the next 
of kin would use the services of a funeral 
director although this is not a requirement 
but many families find the prospect of 
organising a funeral entirely without support 
from an undertaker very daunting, not 
least from a practical point of view. Many 
local funeral directors have experience 

of natural burials (see our advertisements 
section) and will provide undertaking 
services similar to a traditional burial. 
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Should you wish to visit fhe woodland 
burial ground at Rotherfield Greys it is 
easily accessed from the village, the 
entrance some 100m from the church 
on the Henley Road with a permissive 
footpath leading from the small entrance 
bay. Alternatively cut across from the 
footpath which runs from Dog Lane to the 
Maltsters Arms pub. 


When | visited the burial ground the 
overall impression was one of tranquillity 
with an atmosphere very different to 

a conventional cemetery or church 
graveyard. In fact it had the feel of a 
place of life rather than death. Apart 
from a low drone of a distant plane 
manoeuvring in the sky the predominant 
sound was birdsong. The plan is that 
given time this area will develop into 
natural woodland with a mix of native 
tree species — an exercise in imagination 
at the moment, but still a very agreeable 
rural scene. 


My research into natural burials for this 
article has certainly given me pause for 
thought on the choice of a final resting 
place. If it has done the same for you 
then my hope for both of us is that by the 
time the inevitable occurs this page will 
have yellowed with age! 


WKolcomlalcolgaavelicojameyamial=m<eyiav=\ail=)(e| 
eK [olele|(o lato Mm olUli(elmelcolUlaro mc 
fo We ||{o]e)(-micelaamiKMmenelyrere|(elaW-\are|(=\e| 


Chanter on 01494 881586 or visit 
aaa ake ielcollelelsrel(elcolelalekmeromel ¢ 








High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (EF VYFS) for children 
4 months to 5 years 


® Good OFSTED report 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am te 7pm 
® Flexible fours 
® Farly years education grants available 


® Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement 
and Thames balley Gym 


*Amall friendly and personal care in 
Sonning Common 
for further injormatian, please ask for the manager 
on dis 972 4783, or visit our website. 
wen alphaberdaynurseries. com 


emails: info alphabetdaynursertes.com 


CAVERSHAM AERIAL 


OL1IS 967 3596 
Digital TV duAiste, ky, Sky HD, 


Freesat and freeview 
DAB & FM< aerials 
14 Odiham Avenue RG4 oPU 
Cavershamaerials@gmail.com 
wWwww.caversham~aerials.co.uk 





We stock all types of 

v Animal Feed 

¥ Frozen Meat 

v Farm Feeds 
We Stock Products for 
Animal Well Being 
Wild Birds 
Ponds 
Farm Animals 
Domestic Animals 


v 
v 
v 
v 
v 
v 
v 


Toys and Beds 





We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


COME AND SEE US !! > 





WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES 


FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING 


Use your Local Installer with 30 
years experience 
For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 
01189724376 or 07785928190 


All window, door & conservatory 
installations carry a 10 year guarantee 
and the finished product is 
independently inspected with 
all certificates 


‘Fencing - 

\Gardeniig,- “Moving, Weeding: Printing, Clearance. 
“Tree work - | Felling, Lopping, Priming, Giearance. 
‘Driveways, - Gravel) Paved, Breck; Concrete 
Ponds.- ~ Water features; Ponds, Ralls, 

Patios -  Siah, Stone:Pavers, Brick, 

Log’s for sala - Cufandspin to size. 


Rased.in Sonning Commean 
Tel/Fax: 0118-9721342 
Email: chriscolbeckébtinternet.cam 









You may be surprised 
we now stock 


{ OTSWOLD 
CREATION 


Also We Sell 
MEM BERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 
ANGLING CLUB 


43a Wood Lane = 


Sonning Common RG4 9S} 


0118 9723495 
Email interestedin@ petcountrysupplies.co.uk 
www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk 
M on to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat) 
Wild life 9am to 49m Weds 
Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols 





AN INTERVIEW WITH... 


Sammi Davenport 





By ROS VARNES 


Embalming bodies may be 
described as one of those 
difficult jobs that someone 
has to do. That ‘someone’ 
is Sammi Davenport 

and, for her, embalming 

is rewarding rather 

than difficult, testimony 
perhaps, to her possession 
of the right mix of care, 
respect and practicality for 
the job. 


sammi, from Ashford Avenue, has worked 
as an embalmer for 16 years and sees 
embalming as an extension of nursing. 


Said Sammi: “It is really nice, to be able to be 
able to provide that last important care for 
someone. When the person looks peaceful 
and restored, as if they are just sleeping, | 

find it very rewarding. | certainly wouldn't 
want to do anything else.” 


Embalming involves injecting a combination 
of chemicals and pigments into the 
deceased's circulatory system to both slow 
down the decomposition process and to 
restore the skin fo a more natural colour. 


Often people from a cultural and religious 
background of open coffins at funerals will 
opt to have their loved ones embalmed. 


sammi set out on the path to becoming an 
embalmer after taking a job as a hospital 
porter, with mortuary duties. She was initially 
worried about how she would cope with 
handling dead bodies but found she was not 
fazed by the process. 


she subsequently became a trainee 
embalmer at an undertaker’s before taking 
a practical exam and gaining membership 
of the British Institute of Embalmers. She now 
works independently and is on call to various 
local funeral directors. 


sammi became hooked on embalming 
when she dealt with a trauma case - 
someone who had been badly injured at 
work - and saw the difference she made. 


she said: “When | am able to restore 
someone to how they were meant to be and 
this allows their relatives fo see them to say 
goodbye it can be a very important part of 
the grieving process. 


“When a person dies if can be very 
distressing for the relatives to have their loved 
one’s body taken from them. They don’t know 
what is happening to the body and don't 
feel part of the process. However, relatives 
do have the right to help prepare their loved 
ones for their funerals. And it can be very 
therapeutic for them to be involved with this 
last act of caring for their loved ones.” 


sonningcommon 


magazine 


Although the mother-of-two is very calm and 
measured when describing what she does, 
some cases do really get to her, particularly 
those involving children. 


she said: “Last year | had to embalm the 
body of a two-and-a-half-year-old girl. Later | 
went on the school run and listened to parents 
talking about a washing machine breaking 
down. It’s difficult to adjust sometimes and 
join in with normal conversations.” 


However, on the whole she is upbeat - a 
common trait of many people in the funeral 
business, she says. 


“People who work in the environment | work 
in are not maudlin. They live each day as if it 
were their last since they are only too aware 
that it could be." 


sammidavenport@yahoo.co.uk 





iz 
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So much for the Great British Summer 


In this the Jubilee Year! 


By JO STOVES 


But, undeterred, the Village Gardeners 
have continued to enhance the 
appearance of our village. 


The border outside One Stop has been 
completely replanted as the Jubilee Bed in 
regal colours of gold, silver and purple and 
the mangers on the front of the Village Hall are 
equally resplendent in red, white and blue. 


The volunteers have replanted or replenished alll 
the flower beds in the village centre. Both tubs 
and pots have been filled with bedding plants 
grown from seed over the winter. Considerable 
work has been done to improve the area by 
the wine shop at the bottom of Wood Lane. It 

is now full of summer planting and plans are 
afoot to plant a hedge in the autumn. 


This spring the Millenium Field sported the 2000 
bulbs planted last year. These will naturalise so 
will be more prolific and worth a visit next year. 


Exciting plans for the future include planting 
another 1000 bulbs, moving the newly acquired 
telephone box from Blackamoor Lane to a 
more central site and filling it with plants and 
baskets and planting two flowering cherries in 
large containers on either side of the village 

hall doors. 


Parish councr 


™ Money from the Abbeycrest 
development, put aside to go towards 
transport issues, will help fund the 
much needed new Essex Way bus 
shelter. 


® Approval has been given for a grant 
of £7000 to the football club at 
Bishopswood. 70% of the players come 
from Sonning Common -192 children. 
The roller park site will be donated by 
RUFC to the village at the appropriate 
time. 


lM Good response for drop in mornings 
for Neighbourhood Plan. Many site 
Surveys have been completed ( more 
information on community page). 


™ Problems with grass cutting due to the 
unusually wet weather when the heavy 





The Village Gardeners would like to say a big 
thank you for all the support and encouraging 
comments they have received from villagers 
whilst out planting and weeding. It’s nice 

to be appreciated. They also thank all the 
local organisations that have sponsored and 
supported their efforts with particular thanks to 
Heath and Watkins, for not only supplying the 


mangers on the village hall, but for maintaining 


them for the last two years. 


cutting equipment could not be used. 
Parish Clerk, Philip Collings is happy to 
receive polite queries about problem 
areas. SODC pay for a maximum of 3 
cuts a year and the Parish council pay 
for 8. 


m™ Complaints have been received 
about the length of grass in the play 
areas, which can only be cut when 
empty. If events are taking place then 
it is another month before the next 
scheduled day. 


™ Over hanging hedges are resulting in 
complaints and legally, hedges should 
not extend beyond the boundaries 
of your property. The parish clerk has 
asked me fo remind residents that 
the Parish Council has the authority, if 
it becomes necessary after a formal 
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Horticultural Society in grateful 
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request to the resident has been 
ignored, to cut back hedges that 
obstruct the pavement and send the 
bill to the resident. 


™ Aplan has been put together for the 


Roller Park. In addition, a working party is 
to be formed (more info in Youth Zone). 


| would like to remind you that apart 
from the Woodlands Road notice board 
all other boards have one unlocked 
side so that residents may put notices 
on them without referring to the parish 
clerk. 


lam happy to put up posters for the 
Woodlands Road board. Please put 
them through my letterbox at 35 
Woodlands Road. 


CLLR CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY 


Tell Us Once 


new service for recently bereaved 


When someone close fo you 
has died, there are a lot of 
things that need to be done at 
a time when you least feel like 
doing them. 


Tell Us Once is part of a nationwide project 
led by the Department for Work and 
Pensions, and is designed to make it easier 
for the public to inform the necessary 


authorities and departments about a death. 


In Oxfordshire, registrars will be able to 
inform over 20 different agencies on behalf 


of anyone who chooses to make use of the 
service, including: 


™ Pension, disability and carers’ service 
lm Jobcentre Plus 

mM Overseas health team 

™ War Pensions Scheme 

M Child benefit 

M Child tax credit & working tax credit 
™@ Personal taxation 

lM Housing benefit office 

m Council tax 

m Council housing 

™ Electoral services 


sonningcommon 


magazine 


™@ The DVLA 

® Libraries 

™ Blue badges 

™ Adult services 

lM Children’s services 


Previously, once a statutory death 
registration had been completed, you 
would have to contact all the local and 
national government agencies to inform 
them of the death. 


For more information visit 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/tellusonce 
or call 0845 129 5900. 
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The Sue ryder Woodland, Henley 
Help our care grow 


This year the United Kingdom has celebrated the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee and the Olympics — why not celebrate in a different way by 


sponsoring a tree at the Sue Ryder Woodland, Henley. 


The aim of the Woodland is to provide a special place for people to visit to remember a 
loved one or celebrate a special occasion, whilst helping to raise funds to grow services in the 
community for local people and their families. Trees do not have to be sponsored by individuals; 
you can raise funds together as a community, street, clulb or group, so why not bake some 
cakes, hold a quiz night or a have a raffle. There are three types of tree available to sponsor: 
Woodland - Lime, Hazel (minimum donation £250) 

Fruit — Wild Plum, Wild Cherry (minimum donation £300) 


Majestic Hardwood — Oak, Walnut (minimum donation £350) 


To find out how to sponsor a tree visit: 


www.sueryder.org/nenleywoodland or call 01491 641 O70. 


Your support will helo to create a wonderful place for everyone to visit. 1 
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Matters t i 
In Print, Informe 


TS to us 
Online 





£10.00 o- 


your next MoT on production of this voucher 


) MasterFit Servicing 


from. a dealer established for over 50 years! 






including Parts, Labour & VAT 


MOT S\F 





Price guarantee, we ll match 


ANY price quoted locally 
like for like. 


with ANY MasterFit Serace 
Popa a Common Vauxhall 0118 972 2021 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading  wwy.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 





SHARP BUILDING SERVICES 


The local builder for all your building work: 


EXTENSIONS 
ALTERATIONS 
REPAIRS 
TILING 


Phone Steve on: 
07887 986446 / 01189 724880 


SB SMART BLINDS & SHUTTERS LTD 
Perfection by Design 


Family run business that cares Fantastic range of samples 
All made to your exact needs Free quotation & fitting 


‘Why are we so different? Because we love what we do! 


Showroom: 118 Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH 
0118 950 9449 www.smartblinds.org 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
«Decorating - inside and out 
«Paper Hanging 
«Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 














* Fully qualified Part P reg) sleckiolan 
* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms 
* Landscaping and fencing 


0118 947 7738 


07717 295679 
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk 
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At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 


Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7787 114536 


Beville 


Providing a complete property service 


Residential & Probate Valuations 
Development & Planning Advice 
New Homes. Financial Advice 


Personal and professional service with 
in depth local knowledge 


0118 9242526 _ info@beville.co.uk 
28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU 


www.beville.co.uk 


letters 


Dog poo continues to be 
an issue in the village 


In response to Michael Williams letter ‘Am | overreacting? 
in the last edition. No Michael you are not. 


| have lived in Sonning Common for over 30 years and | remember 
writing a letter to the magazine about dog mess many, many years ago. 


When my children were pre-school age | could not believe the amount 
of dog mess in the village, down the footpaths and on the pavements. 


Many, was the time that my pram wheels were caked in the stuff What wou fe we fe[e) iaeleni 


and the soles of my toddlers’ shoes needing to be cleaned. How 


unpleasant ol iat=mUiilate Mice) Ulaliq\- ome) 
lam now a grandmother ae give the same warning to my grandson Son n n fe C rojaalan re) a Ws 


‘watch where you are walking’ 


fo \"l Mim ialce lle lalmiat-m ele (e[-\-e) mi ial-maale(eford|al-mmelalomelamel-lale] ii 
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SO Michael, | don’t think there is much hope of your chalk protest 
making the slightest bit of difference. 


So with all the good things we have always had here, the community 
spirit, great facilities, shops, services and the on-going positive 
changes in Sonning Common, there is one constant and that is that 
many dog owners just can’t be bothered, and don't care and so dog ANN CHIVERS 

mess abounds. 27 Wesileigh Drive 


ANN FULLER 





Microchipping and your oet 


You may have heard in the news recently about plans to introduce compulsory 
micro chipping for dogs. At the moment most pets do not legally require a 
microchip, but as a veterinary surgery we highly recommend it. Most months we 
are brought a stray dog or cat and reuniting it with it’s owner is significantly easier 
when it is micro chipped. Many people will phone local vets and rescue centres 
when their pet goes missing, but what if the pet goes further afield? One local 
family’s puppy went missing and several monihs later they received a phone call 
from Battersea dog’s home to say he had been brought in! Without the microchip 
there would have been little chance of reuniting them. 


jeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeoeee® 






Even if your pet is not lost, a microchip can be useful. Recently a member of 
the public brought us a cat which had been hit by a car. By scanning the cat's 
microchip we were able to contact the owners before they had even realised 

it was ‘missing’. 

Once your pet is microchipped, it is important to remember to keep your contact 
details up to date. If you aren't sure, please contact the database to check! The 
telephone number should be on your original paperwork, or your vets should be 
able to give you the number. Often the details can be changed online too. 


A microchip is about the size of a grain of rice and contains a unique identification 
number. No personal details are kept on the chip, but the number links to the 
owner's contact details on a national database. The microchip is permanent 

and unlike collars cannot be lost! 


LUCY PREECE 
Vet at Green Lane Surgery, Sonning Common 
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MAKING BREAD 


Is being particular about 
the bread you eat yet 
another sign of age-related 
crankiness? 


My grown-up children would 
certainly say so, but what do they 
know? Bread matters. 


That's why | won't — unless 
desperate — eat anything 
resulting from the horrible 
Chorleywood industrial baking 
process, which means most 
shop-bought bread. It feels like a 
damp flannel, tastes of nothing 
whatever, and is not worth the 
trouble of chewing. 


AT IS TINE SO WAY 


MY SIC 


| buy decent bread when and 
where | can find it — there is a 
very good stall at the Thursday 
market in Henley — but the real 
answer is to make it yourself. By 
that | do NOT mean in a bread 
machine. These devices - like 
microwaves — may have their 
place, but not in my kitchen (as 
the snooty chef would say.) 


What | mean is proper flour — 
strong white, wholemeal, malted 
with grains, spelt, you take your 
choice — and proper yeast, 
mixed in a big bowl, kneaded 
and bashed into proper dough. 
| use fresh yeast, obtained from 


Tesco's in Reading — which is a 
bit painful for me as | am not 
really a Tesco person, but no 
one else does it. 


This is not the time or the place 
to tell readers of this magazine 
how to bake — good bread- 
making books abound. What | 
will say is that the whole business 
is highly therapeutic. Digging 
your fingers into sticky dough 
and working it with the heel of 
the hand is balm to the soul, 
while stretching it and whacking 
it on your granite slab soothes 
away all sorts of resentments and 
frustrations. 


Nave an eve tes?’ 


Most people no 
longer question the 
need for regular visits 
to the dentist for a 
check-up, yet have 
no idea of the value 
of going for regular 
eye examinations. 
You may have recenily 
seen leaflets and posters in 
sonning Common provided 
by the local Lions Club. These 
remind you to have eye 
checks for early detection 


of glaucoma and diabetic 
retinopathy. 


Glaucoma is a disease that 
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you can often not notice 
until it is too late. If left 
undiagnosed and untreated, 
it can lead fo serious sight 
loss or even blindness. Yet 

a simple eye test is all that’s 


needed to detect glaucoma. 


Age increases the risk of 
cataracts, glaucoma and 
macular degeneration, 

but if detected early the 
development of some 
diseases can be slowed or 
halted. At 70 and beyond, 
you should have a full eye 
examination every year, 
even if your vision is good. If 
you are 60 or over you can 
get an eye test for free. 


In the past three years 
more than a million pairs 

of unwanted spectacles, 
including sunglasses have 
been sent via Lions Clubs to 
Africa and Asia from the UK. 


For more information about 
Lions and/or the Lions Eye 





Your bread will be delicious, 
and it will impress your friends. A 
loaf as a dinner-party gift is far 
more original — as well as much 
cheaper — than the standard 
bottle of ‘plonk’. 


The great myth about making 
bread is that is difficult. It can’t 
be. | can do if. © 





Health Programme Phone: 
0845 833 9837 e-mail: info@ 
lions-gwd.org.uK & 


www.lions-gwd.og.uk 
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A LIFETIME AMBITION ACHIEVED, WALKING 


the Thames Path 





By CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY 


Linda Webb of Essex Way and a 
resident of Sonning Common for 
over 40 years recently fulfilled a long 
held ambition to walk the length of 
the Thames Path. Linda, who has 
worked for Waitrose for a total of 26 
years realised that with her 6 month 
sabbatical approaching she needed 
to use the time creatively. As she has 
reason to be grateful for the work 

of the Reading Cancer Unit and our 
own Health Centre she decided that 
walking the Thames Path and raising 
money for both organisations would be 
an excellent use of some of her time. 


Linda accompanied by her daughter 
Hayley began her walk at the source of 
the Thames at Kemble, “a pile of stones, a 
muddy hole and a sign stating - Thames 
Barrier 180 miles” were her only clues. 


After the first day’s walking Linda questioned 
whether she would be able to complete 
the walk. “My legs had turned fo jelly and | 
felt | couldn't walk another step but | fell into 
bed at 80m slept for 12 hours and woke up 
knowing that | would be alright.” 


The first part of the walk was very rural, lots 
of hedges and meandering footpaths 
through fields of sheep. Friends started 

to join Linda as she walked closer to 
home and by the time that she reached 
Caversham Bridge she was walking with a 
dozen friends and family. 


Linda has been asked many times which 
was her favourite part of the walk and has 
found this difficult fo answer but thinks that 
shepperton with its locks, weirs and little 
ferry was a particular favourite. 


High point of the walk? Walking with her 
family and friends. 


Low point? Wading through water up to her 
knees where the river had burst the bank 
at Cookham and her friend saying, “I! can't 
swim!" 


SO far, Linda has raised £1500 for the Health 
Centre and the Reading Cancer Unit. If you 
would like to add fo this, contact Linda on 
webbé649@btinternet.com 


Linda would like to thank everyone who has 
supported her. 
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Over the summer holidays there is usually a scheme at Sonning Common 
library to encourage children to read. | don’t know what the theme is this 
summer but I’m sure it will be fun, and a good chance to discover new 
stories. If you take part, don’t forget to let me Know your favourite new 
books. Here are mine and my brother’s current favourites..... 


| like learning about creatures under the sea and | like the colours of this 
book. It made me laugh when Smiley Shark saved the other fish. 
FINN HAWKES (JUST 5) 


The meerkats are mad, cool and crazy and the character Little Dream is 
really funny. They call people blah-blahs, and cars vroom-vrooms. | can read 
this book to myself. 

ZACK HAWKES (NEARLY 7) 


A touching tale about a girl trying to find her runaway sister. If you enjoy 
adventure stories, this is one for you. 
ANOUSKA HAWKES (AGE 9) 





The years of waiting for a roller park in Sonning Common may soon be over. 


WHY...? The site at the Bishopswood Sports Area is now secure 


Work will start shortly on a bore hole to confirm that the ground is suitable for a 


sunken roller area. 


Work could start in early 2013. 


WHAT NEXT...? It is essential that this scheme is youth lead and the next stage is to 
establish a Youth Forum to drive the project forward. A minimum of 5 young people 
are needed to work with members of the Parish Council to make this happen. 


THIS IS YOUR CHANCE ... 


WITH YOUR SUPPORT IT WILL HAPPEN 


To sign up for the Youth Forum please contact the Parish Clerk on 


0118 972 3616 or clerkK@sonningcommonparishcouncil.org.uk 


No experience is needed: just lots of ideas and enthusiasm. We will help you with 


everything and you will learn a lot! 


CAROLE LEWIS 
Chairman - Roller Park Working Party 


BOOK REVIEW 


ANGUS, THONGS AND 
FULL-FRONTAL SNOGGING 
o)Va Koll Kom =) alalcve)al 
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Written by the Mouldy Cheese (girls) Reading Group, year 6, 
Sonning Common Primary School. (Becky Houghton, Tilly Lawson 


and Izzy Lusted). 
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BECKY SAYS: I had a laughing fit 
every time I read it. | loved it so 
alecors mm aY(-mal-VolabMilelClitqveMil=my-Lerelare| 
fo) T= Cote | (=o Mal ee) Ca =Te lalate] 
really big knickers’) 


IZZY SAYS: This book made me LOL 
(laugh out loud) in class, and I will 
definitely be reading the next one in 
the series. 


TILLY SAYS: This was absolutely 
folnatordtate Mmelatemuntele(-mait-m oli mromac-ve le] 


the other 8 in the series (I’ve already 
ig=Yo fe Mi lal-m-y-Tere) ate Me) al-)| 
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1999, which was before the reviewers 
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why the girls enjoyed it! 


All the titles in the Georgia Nicolson 
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The county council currently funds 52 hours 
staffing time for Sonning Common. This is for 
village-based staff and for Oxford-based staff 
who provide Sonning Common Library with 
professional support. 


However, the county council is proposing to 
shift the balance of staffing to one-half paid 
staff and one-half volunteers over a three 
year period, which began in April of this year 
and will conclude in April 2015. 


The library currently opens to the village 
community for 25 hours per week and to the 
primary school community for an additional 
7.5 hours a week. 


The Friends of Sonning Common Library met 
with Jillian Southwell, the county council's 
new library service manager, on 27 June to 
begin dialogue over the future operation of 
the village library. 


In December of last year county councillors 
voted to cut the professional staff budget at 
sonning Common Library by half, placing 
our library in the bottom category of library 
provision in the county. 


The Friends group, represented by Douglas 
Kedge, John and Diana Pearman and Ros 
Varnes, asked the county council fo provide 
a professional staff member at Sonning 
Common Library during all opening times. 


Chair of the Friends group, Ros Varnes, said: 
“We believe it is important for the future 
success of the library that a professional staff 
member is on duty during all opening hours 
to provide professional expertise and much- 
needed coordination and continuity for 
volunteer support staff. 


“This might mean changes fo the library’s 
opening times. But we feel it is more 
important that the library is adequately 
staffed and perhaps open for fewer hours 
than to be open, as it is now, with significantly 
reduced professional support. We feel is it 
neither practical nor fair to expect volunteers 
to run the library themselves. 


“We would also like local people to have a 
say over deciding on any new opening times 
for the library.” 


Jillian Southwell, library service manager, 
said: “| am really looking forward to working 
with people in Sonning Common to make 
running the library a partnership. It is a two- 
way thing and we need to work together.” 


The Friends group and library service staff 
are due to meet again in the autumn when 
it is hoped that more information will be 
available on the proposed timetabling of 
changes at Sonning Common Library and 
training Opportunities for volunteers. 


The Friends then plan to hold a public 
meeting in the first half of next year to try 

to recruit volunteers to support Sonning 
Common Library and new members for the 
Friends group. 


In the meantime anyone interested in 
volunteering to support the library should fill 
in a form, available from the library desk, or 
email: volunteer@saveourlibrary.org 
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Church news 


ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, 
KIDMORE END 


CHRIST THE KING, 
SONNING COMMON 


Thanks fo all who collected for and 
contributed fo Christian Aid during 
May, a record £1909.50 which will 
go fo those in need in developing 
countries. Organiser Eileen Pearson 
was delighted aft the response, 
considering the difficult financial 
circumstances still being faced by 
many. Thank you all again. 


The inter-denominational service 
marking the Queen's Jubilee under the 


splendid Peppard Revels’ marquee was 


well attended by around 300 people. 
All local churches were represented 


and made a coniribution. The Bishop of 


Dorchester, The Rt Rev’d Colin Fletcher 
OBE, gave a moving address laced 
with his own distinctive humour. 


A sad farewell was said to Barry and 
Marion Olsen at the end of July, with 


gratitude for his untiring commitment to 
our parishioners and to Marion for her 
talent for music and art. We wish them 
all the very best in their future home 
and community. 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 8: All cyclists 
are invited to take part in this year’s 
Ride and Stride event in support of 
Historical churches in Oxfordshire. Half 
the sponsorship money raised goes 

to preserve and maintain our parish 
churches. Enquiries and sponsorship 
forms to Stefano Cascarini: 0118 
9721137 


WEDNESDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 9.30 am: 
Little Lambs group for all young mums 
and dads/ carers and their under-5s. 
This friendly little group offers a short 
service, craft activity and refreshment. 
St John’s Kidmore End. Enquiries: 
Felicity Cooper 0118 9477862 


4th SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 11am: 
sunday school at St John’s starting 

in the school and ending in church. 
Enquiries: beckytilney@hotmail.co.uk 


M sty 
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From Canon Granam Foulis Brown, lkecTor 


Sadly, this is the last issue 

of the Sonning Common 
Magazine that will be 
published while the Revd Barry 
Olsen remains Associate Priest 
in the benefice. 


Barry Olsen was retiring after 39 years 

of full time ministry, 17 in his native New 
Zealand and 22 in the Guildford Diocese. 
He came to England in 1981 so that his 
wife Marion could pursue her singing 
career, bringing their children Charles 
and Rebecca, with them. We have 
greatly benefited from Marion's musical 


talents in church, in the concerts she has 
organised and in her own occasional 
performances. 


Barry offered me three years’ work, nine 
years ago. He must have enjoyed himself 
to have stayed and | know how much 

his ministry has been appreciated in so 
many ways and that he has become well 
known in our villages. He has been a very 
supportive colleague. 


Barry has been described as the only 
Maori-speaking, bagpipe playing, 
bibliophile priest there can be — his Kindle 
always at the ready! He is Chaplain to 
the Maori community in London and of 


the New Zealand Society. 


Much will be said in the two parishes 

but it would be wrong for there to be no 
mention made in the three Parish Council 
publications. The Olsens intend to move 
to Aylesbury to be closer to their family, 
some time in August. We shall miss them 
and wish them well in their new home. 
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FISH - Garden Centre Visit 
1.30pm 


Chiltern Edge Horticultural 
Society: Autumn Flower, 
Veg & Craft Show 

Chiltern Edge School 

2.30 - 4.30om 


Village Hall Management 
Commitiee AGM. Light 
refreshments - Guest 
speaker Fred Curzon 
Village Hall 

12.30 - 20m 


Chiltern Players. Open 
play reading evening. 
Everybody welcome. 
The Reformation, 
Gallowstree Common 
8pm 


Sonning Common Women’s 
Institute - Members Holiday 
Experiences. Visitors 
welcome 

Village Hall 

7.30pm 


Little Lambs group for 
all young mums & dads/ 
carers and their U5’s 

St. John the Baptist, 
Kidmore End 

9.30am 


FISH - Pub lunch 
11.30am 


FISH - Garden Centre Visit 
1.300m 


Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall 
9.45 - 11.30am 


20Notis singing group 
practice 

Village Hall 

1 - 3pm 


The Big Harvest. See www. 
nationaltrust.org.uk/greys- 
court or contact the Estate 
Office on 01491 628529. 
Greys Court 

11am - 590m 


Sue Ryder Starlight Hike 
Green Park, Reading 
10.30om 


Chiltern Players. Open 
play reading evening. 
Everybody welcome. 
The Reformation, 
Gallowstree Common 
8pm 


Annual lunch 
Village Hall 
12.30o0m 


Rotherfield United FC - 
We are ready fo welcome 
our new U5’s 

Bishopswood Sports Ground 
see: www.rotherfieldfc.com 
9.30 - 10.30am 


FISH - Pub lunch 
11.30am 


The Big Harvest. See www. 
nationaltrust.org.uk/greys- 
court or contact the Estate 
Office on 01491 628529. 
Greys Court 

11am - 59m 


Binfield Heath Flower Show 


Ride & Stride cycling event 
in support of historical 
churches in Oxfordshire. 
Enquiries and sponsorship 
forms to Stefano Cascarini: 
0118 972 1137 


Sonning Common Parish 
Council 

Village Hall 

8pm 


Nottakwire practice for 
Sue Ryder 

Village Hall 

10.15am - 12.15pm 


WEA classes start (10 
weeks) - Studying 
Chaucer. 

Christ the King Hall 
10am 


FISH runs regular shopping trios Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley. 


For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. 
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Over 200 happy customers in 
Sonning Common, 





Milo and Michael Harper 








Milo Technical Support 
0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 
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Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OGY COCO LCGK¢ 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 


Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 
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> Function al Sonning Common Health Centre 
ood Lane, Sonning Common, 
Physio. zur" 


Reading, RG4 9SW 
“a & Pilates 


» Back & Neck pain » Shoulder Injuries 

3 Muscle /J oint Strains » Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
® Bogement Sprain » Pre/Post Natal Exercise 

. ts Injuries » Respiratory Conditions 

sh Injuries » Lower Limb & Foot Problems 






ilable every day Jo Pereira MCSP 
oughout the week _atherine Matthews 


Chartered Physiotherapists 
www.functionalphysio.co.uk 


Ph iotherapists registered 
e reco nised ae all major 




















advice, design & 
planting for your 
garden. 

Call Gail Noble 
on 0118 972 3214 


www.noble-intentions.com 
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Weddi ngs Funerals 


Hand- Tied Gift Bouquets 


National & International Deliveries 
Tree Local Delivery 


42 Wood Lane © Sonning Common © AG4 SSL 
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916 


We turn feel Ings into flowers 





Doggy Dips 


Health = Rehabilitation = Fitness = Fun 


Canine Hydrotherapy = Fun Swims #® Doggy Day Care 
0118 972 4849 


Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road = Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9JT 
doggydips.co.uk 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


Barrs Insurance 
Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local! Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 
Let Us fake Care Of Your /nsurance 
«House & Contents « Business « Liabilities 
«Travel - Landlords + Professional Indemnity 
*Horse - Shops « Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 
lf It's Not listed We Still Can Help 
All sane Of Insurance bl ack Welcome — 








mail: info@ barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common AG4 9JT 





